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This Annual Lecture, organised by the College of Graduate Studies and its Institute for Social and Health 
Sciences, was inaugurated in 2006 by the late Chief Justice Pius Langa. This Lecture series seeks to highlight the 
new frontiers and challenges facing the culture of democracy, peace, safety and human rights in South Africa 
and globally. 

The Annual Lecture series has been forged in the legacies of Dullah Omar and Joe Moabi, who fought a vigilant 
and uncompromising war against inequality and oppression. Their legacies remind us that the fight against 
oppression and tyranny is never over and that we are required to constantly renew our commitment to the 
cause to the development, equality and freedom.

As such, the Lecture series seeks to emblazon the agencies of peace, safety, human rights and social justice for 
all. This series aims to deepen our understanding of freedom and prepare us meaningfully to implement the 
ideals of democracy. 

Thandeka Gqubule-Mbeki is Economics Editor at the SABC, where she is responsible for economics, business and 
financial markets coverage of the corporation across television, radio and digital.  Here she became involved in a 
struggle for independent public broadcasting and freedom of expression, joining a group called the SABC8. She holds 
a Masters degree in Journalism from Columbia University, New York, and several business qualifications from Wits 
Business School, London School of Economics, and Said Business School, Oxford University. She has worked in various 
editorial capacities in the South African Press, including as Associate Editor at the Financial Mail. She has taught 
journalism at Rhodes University, Grahamstown, and Monash South Africa. Gqubule-Mbeki was awarded the Nat 
Nakasa press freedom award in 2016. She is the mother of two young ladies.
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